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International Relations: Theories and Issues

Fouad J Kadhem

Course goal: is to provide students with the ability to make
better understanding of international politics, events and nature
of world politics. Through studying international relations (IR)
from a theoretical perspective, the course will provide a
conceptual framework upon which international relations can be
analyzed. Theories of IR allow us to understand and try to make
sense of the world around us through various lenses, each of
which represents a different theoretical perspective. They are
ways to simplify a complicated world. Theories give us clarity and
direction; they help us to both defend our own arguments and
better understand the arguments of others.

Purpose: the purpose of this course is to explain theories of
international relations in general. The course also shed light on
some important issues that reflect the effects of international
relations from practical perspective. Thus, it is essential for
students of political sciences to comprehend IR from both
theoretical and practical perspectives the theories.

Skills: this course will equip the students with some skills needed
for understanding, explaining and analyzing the world of
international relations. Studying theories of IR will make

international politics more intelligible and better understood.
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Also student will have the tools most needed to make better
sense of the institutions, events and processes which exist in the
contemporary world. As such, the student will be able to propose
causal explanations, describe events and explain general trends
and phenomena, with the aim of constructing a plausible image
of the world. In other words, the resulted skills from this course
will broaden and deepen the student’s understanding of
contemporary world politics.
International Relations: Theories and issues
History and development of International Relations

e |dealism, Liberalism and post-liberalism

e Realism

e Constructivism

e The English School

e (Critical theory

e Marxism

e Feminism

e The Cold War

e Europe: from destruction to integration

e Religion in International Relations

e Islam and the West

e The Middle East in the world order

e International political economy

e Globalization
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Essential sources:
Scott, B, Theories of International Relations, 2nd edition,
Palgrave, London 1996, Ch, 2 and 3.
Paul R. Viotti & Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations Theory,
Realism. Pluralism, Globalism, Ch, 2 & 3, 2nd edition, 1993, Allyn
& Bacon-Massachusetts.
P. A. Reynolds, An Introduction to International Relations,
Longman- London, 1971.
E. H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis 1919-1939, London-1939.
N, Chomsky, World Orders, Old and New, London- 1994.
F, Halliday, Rethinking International Relations, London-1994.
Secondary Translated and Arabic sources:
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International Relations: Liberalism and Realism

Fouad J Kadhem

Course goal: is to provide students with the ability to make
better understanding of international politics, events and nature
of world politics. Through studying international relations (IR)
from a theoretical perspective, the course will provide a
conceptual framework upon which international relations can be
analyzed. Theories of IR allow us to understand and try to make
sense of the world around us through various lenses, each of
which represents a different theoretical perspective. They are
ways to simplify a complicated world. Theories give us clarity and
direction; they help us to both defend our own arguments and

better understand the arguments of others.

Purpose: the purpose of this course is to explain the most
important theories of international relations: Liberalism and
Realism. These two theories have always dominated the arena of
international relations debate since the outset of the discipline.
Thus, it is essential for students of political sciences to

comprehend these theories.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_(abstract)
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Skills: this course will equip the students with some skills needed
for understanding, explaining and analyzing the world of
international relations. Studying the most important theories:
Liberalism and Realism will make international politics more
intelligible and better understood. Also student will have the
tools most needed to make better sense of the institutions,
events and processes which exist in the contemporary world. As
such, the student will be able to propose causal explanations,
describe events and explain general trends and phenomena, with
the aim of constructing a plausible image of the world. In other
words, the resulted skills from this course will broaden and
deepen the student’s understanding of contemporary world

politics.

e International Relations: theoretical overview

e From Idealism to Liberalism

e Liberalism: war, democracy and free trade

e Liberalism: interdependence and liberal
institutionalism

e Liberalism: secret diplomacy, the balance of power
and collective security

e Liberalism: the Economic Dimension

e Liberalism and Globalisation
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e Liberalism: sovereignty and foreign intervention

e Realism: the early Realists

e Hans Morgenthau

e Problems with Traditional Realism

e Neo-Realism

e Criticisms of Realism

e Realism and Globalisation

e Realism and the danger of unipolarity

e Conclusions
Essential sources:
Scott, B, Theories of International Relations, 2nd edition,
Palgrave, London 1996, Ch, 2 and 3.
Paul R. Viotti & Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations Theory,
Realism. Pluralism, Globalism, Ch, 2 & 3, 2nd edition, 1993, Allyn
& Bacon-Massachusetts.
P. A. Reynolds, An Introduction to International Relations,
Longman- London, 1971.
E. H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis 1919-1939, London-1939.
N, Chomsky, World Orders, Old and New, London- 1994.
F, Halliday, Rethinking International Relations, London-1994.,

Secondary Translated and Arabic sources:
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